
April 22, 1999

Dockets Maaagermmt Rranclt
FDA
5630 ~shers Lam
mom 1601
RWJ@k, MD 20852

Dear WA:

I afn +titing day co express my strong objection to costly and unnecessary rules, which you }MV-ekm
died $J consider by the Cetm?r for Scienod IrIthe Public Interest,

As a Walereprm@aLivc, I hav~ represented rbe oyster industry fm’many years and understand the
diffku)ties faced by farmers,pmccssorsand others who rely on stmllf’kh. The economic dartMge inflicted
upon thesepeopleby the proposed rules wil I be tremendous.

Most ~ople b CFJiSinduwry ewn small o~xations with little financial stability and few cash reserves.
FQf13sI~ them to comply with ~tiatory !teatmen{ will drive many out ef the business altogether and
km=+ =duce th~r Ii@t@ pmfics ewm funk. Simply smtecl, they cannot af.kd the costly equipment or
absorb,th~ Iawer consurmr demand that will reed from treated Qywm.

Cor)st@$ should have a ch~ic~ between UMIXI oyatsrs and fish oysters. The small msrnk af pc+e
who @y be M risk skald Wd the ampIo health warnings available, whese frwk eyst~rs am wdd ~d
aamm~ their awn level of personal respousibdity.

The +abama Department of F%blie Health ha always vmrimd With FDA in providin~ n~sm-y
ixtspeqions am! closings of rhewater wheti it wimthought to be cwmtminat~d, ad cermirdy has always
pm CM public inttwest first and fmxrmst. l’”hisruk would causb much hardship m the ~mnallbusimm
op+rs.

1 urge FDA m rej~ct these m.ippting rule$ and m allow other approptiase independent watt and national
bodies ]uch as ISSC to conthtue their educaikmsl and ovw.sight sdvkk$ as they have irt CMpast.

Sincsr’qly,

Whwj
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